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A Book At A Glance

The Christopher Killer
by Alane Ferguson
Chapter 1 - 17 pages
Main Idea – This chapter introduces Cameryn and her family.  Cameryn asks her father if she can be his assistant.
Focus Facts – Cameryn’s absent mother Hannah, father is the town coroner, grandmother lives with family, loading the wagon
Vocabulary ~ transient, engrossed, conspiratorially, Macabre

Discussion questions ~ What career does Cameryn want to explore?  Why is this a problem with her grandmother? See pages 5-6 for answer
Chapter 2 – 19 pages
Main Idea – Cameryn assists in her first investigation as assistant corner.  
Focus Facts – explanation of “natural death”, items needed to investigate a death, how to process a room, Vicks vs peppermint oil, long gloves,
Vocabulary – gurney, quell, lucrative, bordello, speakeasy, squadron, ambled, taut, unceremoniously

Discussion questions ~ How can you tell if the body is a natural if it has not been autopsied? See page 21 for answer
Chapter 3 – 14 pages
Main Idea – Rachel is introduced as Cameryn’s friend and coworker.  Justin has a secret to share with Cammie.
Focus Facts – Adam’s attraction to Rachel, Rachel’s appearance
Vocabulary – emboldened, dismissive, uncensored, decipher, infinitesimal, monosyllabic conspiratorial, tousled
Discussion Questions ~ How were Rachel and Cameryn different? See page 43-44 for answer
Chapter 4 – 15 pages
Main Idea – Cameryn and Lyric have a strong relationship despite their differences.
Focus Facts – Cameryn and Lyric’s friendship, Adam’s character description, TV show “Shadow of Death”, Jewel
Vocabulary – feign, festooned, perennial, Karma, entwined
Discussion questions~ Compare and contrast Cameryn and Lyric. Check out pages 54 and 55 to find their similarities and differences.
Chapter 5 – 16 pages
Main Idea –Cameryn investigates her first real murder and learns how to map out the crime scene.
Focus Facts – heat and a dead body, a white body bag, cameras, paper bag and hands, 
Vocabulary – existential, schizophrenic, honed, condescension, retched, evidentiary, akimbo
Discussion questions - Discuss the steps Cameryn and her dad went through to process the body.  See pages 83 and 84.
Chapter 6 – 13 pages
Main Idea – Cameryn learns why you x-ray a body before an autopsy
Focus Facts – stages of rigor mortis, diener, autopsy tools, Dr. Moore, x-ray, 
Vocabulary – utilitarian, petechial, ligature strangulation, rigor mortis, patina, trajectory, cavernous
Discussion questions~ Discuss the reasons for X-raying the victim before the autopsy is done. See page 93 for the answer.
Chapter 7 – 17 pages
Main Idea – Cameryn attends an autopsy.

Focus Facts – Dr. Moore’s attitude toward Cameryn, ABFO scale, Ben, autopsy procedure, opera, St. Christopher medal
Vocabulary- neophyte, unfazed, inaudible, tacit, indignities, apropos, indecipherable
Discussion questions~ Discuss the steps Dr. Moore took when he was doing the autopsy. See pages 112-117
Chapter 8 - 15 pages
Main Idea – The medical examiner examines the body from the “inside out”.
Focus Facts – TOD, FBI, hands and the blue light, Rachel’s lungs, rigor time, bagging the evidence, garlic
Vocabulary – feral, clairvoyant, balderdash, pliable, deftly, lament, sinew, mutiny, pristine
Discussion questions~ What process does the medical examiner do in order to find out the time of death? See pages 121-122 for the answer.
Chapter 9 – 17 pages
Main Idea – Cameryn learns Justin’s secret is about Hannah.
Focus Facts – religion, New York, 
Vocabulary – tremulous, tenuous, nonchalantly, soiree
Discussion questions~ How did Justin meet Cameryn’s mother? See page 145 for the answer.
Chapter 10 – 16 pages
Main Idea – Adam gets fired from his job and is considered a suspicious character in Rachel’s death.
Focus Facts – copycat killer, pictures, gossip
Vocabulary- tacit, unfazed, sentiment, waiflike
Discussion questions~ Explain the reasons behind the suspicion that Adam could be Rachel’s killer. See pages 158-159 for the answer.
Chapter 11 – 19 pages
Main Idea – Cameryn, Lyric, and Adam visit Dr. Jewel on the set of “Shadow of Death”.
Focus Facts – psychic reading, the color blue, the letters M and A, the number 88
Vocabulary- incandescent, cynical, muumuu
Discussion questions~ Describe Dr. Jewel’s encounter with Rachel. See pages 182-185 for the answer.
Chapter 12 – 20 pages
Main Idea – Justin and Cameryn analyze the coroner’s report on Rachel and try to find clues.
Focus Facts – St. Christopher was the saint of travelers, organized and disorganized killers, Rachel’s blood work, Justin’s license plate
Vocabulary – necromancy, divot
Discussion questions~
Chapter 13 – 13 pages
Main Idea – Cameryn pays a visit to Jewel and gets a “reading” with Rachel.  
Focus Facts – a jar labeled DMSO, a little girl of 3, a teddy bear
Vocabulary- ingot, sallow, scrupulously, naiveté, articulate, precarious
Discussion questions~
Chapter 14 – 16 pages
Main Idea – Cameryn gets information from Dr. Moore and decides to break into Jewel’s room and snoop around.
Focus Facts – the connection between DMSO and Rachel’s skin color and odor
Vocabulary- hackles, mausoleum, charlatan, droned, prismatic
Discussion questions~
Chapter 15 – 9 pages
Main Idea – Jewel returns and finds Cameryn under his bed.
Focus Facts – rental car, cell phone  
Vocabulary- wafted, clarity
Discussion questions~
Chapter 16 – 11 pages
Main Idea – Cameryn works to get free from Jewel.
Focus Facts – bottle of vitamins, glasses, ball cap
Vocabulary- ingenious, grimaced, veneer, kaleidoscope, staccato 
Discussion questions~
Chapter 17 – 11 pages
Main Idea – Cameryn and her dad review the case.
Focus Facts – cleansing period, the letter from Cameryn’s mother
Vocabulary- marveled, intuition, conjure, 
Discussion questions~
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